












Rapid Reading Activities for Key Stage 1 190917          © 2017 The Primary Collection 

The Greedy Man (part 1)  

A long time ago in China, there were two neighbours, a kind farmer 
and a greedy merchant. One evening, when they were walking along 
a riverbank, they saw a wounded bird. The tiny sparrow was hurt and 
its body was throbbing in pain. The farmer stopped to pick it up and 
stroked its ruffled feathers.  
“Why bother with a creature that is half dead? It will be nothing but 
trouble to you,” said the greedy man impatiently. 
“You go on ahead,” said the farmer.  

Where were the two neighbours walking at the beginning of the story? 
in a town   along a riverbank   on a bridge  through a field 

Find another word in the text that means ‘trouble’. 
bother 

There are two men in the story. Which man is kind and which man is greedy? 
kind: the farmer greedy: the merchant 

How to we know the farmer cares for the bird? (Find two reasons) 
he stopped; he picked it up; he stroked its (ruffled) feathers Sam
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