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Each year steel bands play an important role in the Notting

Hill Carnival in London. A lot has 

since the carnival began, when bands used to walk through

the streets. Now, just one band to

walk the four-mile parade route while others are driven past

on floats. The leader of this band has

at every carnival since 1964. 

The leader explained that, until recently, it was

for the band to be heard over the

noise of the huge sound systems. Now, they have their own

float with amplification and the

musicians walk behind it, carrying the steel pans around 

their necks.

Steelpan Music
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“The of sound systems has

us to do this so people can hear us

better. Now there are the big floats,

people can’t it really started with

walking. I keep the of walking

because I think it is . You can see

everyone’s , everybody smiling and

.”

This year the band is to play a new

calypso , as well as

well-known .

“I go for the old tunes. People look

to hearing the ones that they

.”
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